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(Missing) in your luggage?
On bringing along, leaving behind and purchasing
new household things in the context of flight and
displacement (1945/2015)
Usually, everyday things are part of our everyday lives
without being questioned. In situations of transition,
this implicitness becomes fragile. In this research
project, we look at situations of change such as flight
and displacement. Focussing on things that become more or
less explicitly relevant in the context of flight and
displacement, we try to gain new insights into individual
and collective experiences in situations of radical
changes.

We are interested in the following questions:

What are the
meanings of
things refugees
and displaced
persons brought
along, left
behind or
purchased?

How are things
used and what
role does a
specific use
play in the
context of
flight and
displacement?

What does this tell
us about practices
of ‘doing
belonging’, about
home-making, about
establishing
(material)
continuity and
social involvement?

What does this
tell us about
biographical
(individual)
and collective
experiences of
flight and
displacement?

“I also have no photos
of my beloved bicycle,
because all pictures,
arranged well in albums,
remained behind during
my expulsion from the
house of my parents.”
(Autobiography: Expulsion
in 1945)

We investigate two temporally
distinct migrations:

Mobile Things

• Evacuation, flight and expulsion
of German-speaking minorities
during and after the Second
World War (1944-1946) with
emphasis on Czechoslovakia.

Picture 1

• Contemporary flight to Austria
in the year 2015 and beyond.

Methodological approach

“Actually I didn't have
the opportunity to take
anything with me … I
only
had
few
clothes
and a cell
phone, which was later
on taken away from me
on the way …”
(Interview: contemporary flight
movement)

Picture 2

The
Research
follows
a
biographical approach, meaning it
aims to reconstruct the ‘flight
biography’ of things and connect
it
with
the
biographical
references of their respective
owners
during
their
flight/expulsion, as well as the
moment of arrival, when people
have
to
adapt
to
local
conditions. The material analyzed
consists not only of interview
protocols, but also objects which
were collected and tied to both
migration movements by various
(regional)
museums
in
Lower
Austria.
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This research is part of a larger
project called “Mobile Things,
People and Ideas. A Moving History
of Lower Austria”. Six different
research
institutes
cover
six
subject areas and a time period of
7000 years to examine the dynamics
of the mobility of things and
ideas. The common ‘object pool’ of
all
research
sections
is
the
‘mobile household’. The objective
is not only to gain in-depth
understanding on the mobility of
things, but also how mobility
becomes visible in/through things.

Website:
www.mobiledinge.at
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